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Exhibition show cases JFK's brief time at Princeton
by Jennifer Greenstein Altm ann
Mem orabilia from John F. Kenned y's brief stint as a Princeton stud ent -- includ ing his
application stating his intend ed career as "banking" and a Christm as card show ing
Kenned y d ressed in tails w ith his room m ates -- is part of a new exhibition at the
University's Seeley G. Mud d Manuscript Library.
Running through Jan. 28, "John F. Kenned y: From Old N assau to the N ew Frontier"
show cases rare m aterials from the fall of 1935, w hen Kenned y entered the University as
a m em ber of the class of 1939, d espite his father’ s d esire that he go to H arvard
University. H e left Princeton in Decem ber d ue to a gastrointestinal illness that put him
in the hospital, and later transferred to H arvard , w here he grad uated w ith the class of
1940.
The exhibition also d ocum ents his presid ential cam paign and presid ency, inclu d ing
rarely seen m aterials about the Bay of Pigs invasion, transcriptions of meetings held
d uring the Cuban Missile Crisis, and photographs and d ocum ents from the Warren
Com m ission’ s investigation into Kenned y’ s assassination. Som e of the m aterials
about his political career are from the papers of form er Dem ocratic presid ential
cand id ates Ad lai Stevenson and George McGovern, w hich are housed in the library's
public policy papers. All the objects in the exhibition are from Mud d Library's public
policy collections and the University Archives.
Materials from Kenned y's tim e at the University includ e his Princeton application,
freshm an year transcript and m ed ical notes. Kenned y shared Room 9 South in Reunion
H all (a bu ild ing that stood betw een Stanhope H all and West College on the front
cam pu s, that w as later d em olished ) w ith Kirk LeMoyne Billings and Rip H orton Jr.,
classm ates from his high school d ays at the Choate School. The friend s collaborated on
a 1935 Christm as card in w hich they w ear top hats and tails in hom age to Fred Astaire's

film "Top H at," w hich opened earlier that year. Kenned y's printed signature on the card
is "Ken."
The exhibition also chronicles the m ixed feelings of Kenned y's classm ates tow ard his
political career. In the class's 25th reunion yearbook, several m em bers said their 1960
presid ential vote had been for "anyone but Kenned y," but a tribute to him and his
connection to the class also w as includ ed in the book. In later years the class erected a
m em orial in Kenned y's honor at the 1939 H all d orm itory , w hich is p art of the Wilson
College resid ential com plex. A sm all exhibition case in Mud d Library's lobby
d ocum ents the class of 1939’ s und ergrad uate and alum ni activities through
photographs and m em orabilia.
Tim ed to com m em orate the 50th anniversary of Kenned y's election as presid ent, the
exhibition is on view at Mud d Library's Weiss Lounge from 8:30 a.m . to 4:30 p.m .
w eekd ays until Frid ay, Sept. 3, and from 8:45 a.m . to 4:45 p.m . w eekd ays until Frid ay,
Jan. 28. An open house w ill be held from 9 a.m . to noon on Saturd ay, Oct. 23.

