" An account of Matthew Cly

“executed in front of the P

v H1S. day, Matthew Cilydesdale and
~ B Simon Rofs were executed, purfuant
 to their fentence. © »
7 Clydefdale, from t
{e’n‘teqce’.bfdeath,"appéared refigned to his

~ fate—the cariy'impreflions of religisn feemed
" 740 remind him of his awful fituation, and he
paid confiderable attention to the inftructions
. of feveral-pious. perfons who diligently at-
tended, in order ‘to prepare him, as far as’

- poffible, for his dreadful change; but Rofs,’

' . who wasrather ignerant, was not much af-
o delted with his lamentable condition, till
% - within a few days of the time appointed for

- ' carrying his fentence into execution.
_+ Matthew Ciydefdale, about thirty-two
- " gears of age, was borni

- fionally as a colliery but 'néyer followed tbg%t
oceppation froti the time he was blamed for

- pit: his brot

¢rime for whic

h he this day {uffered was the

. murder of Aléxander 1.ove,’ fen., 'a collier,

= . on the 27th of Auguft laft, at Laigh Drum-

. gelloch, parith of New Monkland. ’ Love
' 'was an inoffenfive induftrioys old man, and -

' - swas gomg o Wo

o rk;” in‘company. with- his
" .. 'grandfon, aboiit twoo’clotk in. the morr ing;
" “when he” was murdered: - There was fome-
thing'in the temper of Clydefdale, when he

mate acquaintanées never could fathom; and

it was theaghs chat he had momentary fits

" of derangement when in liquot; indeed the
'+ atrocipus 2&t which brought him to ah igno-.
“minicus death looks fomething like it. Tt id.
" Ezown, that about fix hours beforé the mur.

: der was committed, Clydefdale Wwas. yery
" merry, entertaining his’ companions with

finging fongs, and during that time had

¢ eof fix halt..nutchkins of whifky, and two
oo “bottles of‘porter, and parted with his com-

" “his road home, he unfortunately fell in with
. 'the poor defenceléfs old man, who had no-
thing aboat him to tempt-any perfon te rob
* %im, nor was it faid that he had ever offend..
- ed Clydeldalzs, yet “he murdered him, and
affauited his grandfon-—then went home,
and, without any agitation, told he had been
~ attacked by tinkers on the road, who at-
" si;zempted to tob him—that one of them had

i

desd

rison, at Glasgow, on Wednesday the,
Housebreaking., -

" 4th of Nov. 1818, for the crimes of Murder and

he time of receiving

. n Lanarkfhire, and -
was by trade a weaver. ‘He ‘worked occa-’

*hurting his brother while'at work in & coal-
her died fome time age. ‘Fhe |

. “drank_fpiritous liquors, that his moft-inti- -
S Ipir 11guots, ; ]

_drank, in cempany with two others, a fhare

: t " life,and h
- panions in the'utmoft ‘good” humour. Omn -

‘s

ale and Simon Ross, who were =~

; : - . S
wounded him b5n the kneg——that he wrefted .~
the inftrument our of his hands, anddidthe .

belt he could withit, but woukd tell npman_ .\
what, but the man who had wounded him
would never do ir again. Intoxicatzen isnp- -
extenuation of the crime: however, ftisnot | =
unlikely but the unfortunate man; from the -
ftate his fenfes were in at the‘time he cém.
mitted the horrid dee!, might imagine that "~ .
he actuaily had been attacked. ‘He has left -
a wife and two ghildren to lament his un~
timely end. PO U S
- Simoh Rofs, abent ninetcen years of age, "~
was born in the neighbourhood ef Glafgow,

¥

" and worked fome timeas a Flether; But being ~

of an idle difpofition, and, much givento v -
loofe company, ‘wag taken little. notice of=— = -
‘Bad company, idlenefs, and drinking, in-"
deed, sre the ruim of every young man,and -
certainly were' the ruin of -this unfortunate .

youth, as well 'as many of his companions.
He began ‘with the petty theft of -ftealinga” -~ -

“cheefe, tor which he was confined in Bride-
“well; “and, inftead of repenting aftet he ‘had
‘been fet af liberty, and endeavouring by in
duftrious habjts and good behavioit. to ga

a fair chata@er, he ftill continued to, kéep

Sr

_company with his.old companions, and was
“fhortly after acculed of being one of the ; 7
.four that affaulted Stewart Lyle, on the'Bar~ -
rowfield road, about twenty months ‘ago."’
‘Lyle died of his weunds; and as there was .

no_proof againft Rofs, he again efcaped.- ;7
He wis afterward accufed as ofie of the thrée . .«
who broke into the houfe ‘of a lame: woman,” .
at Garfcraig, laft January, whence they.ciry. ~ * ©

‘tied off every thing portable. . Hg-agaim .
_gfcaped for- wunt of proof; but the other ’:.
two faid to' Be concernéd in this robbery '~

- have fince been tranfported for other crimes. .,
Notwithftanding the above fortunate efcapes, =~

-it.appears that Refs could not be induced to - -~
forfake his dangerous and difgraceful way of ~ 0w

e ftill went on in evil habits) until -~ .
he was cenvi&ed of houfe-breaking and theftr 7
‘at Rutherglen,” on the 15th of April’ laft, "
‘and for which crime he this day fuffered an
ignominjous death. ' May thofe who wit. -7
nefled his melancholy end, and are treading
in the waye ‘which led to_it, take warning .
by his fate, and endeavour to’ regain the .-
path of rectitude, while it is yer in their .. »
power. : TR
' ¥. Duncan, Printer, Saltmerkgts .




